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On October 30, 1985, Suzanne Milham, Washington Department 
°> J° 1 ° g y J , D 0 E ) ' a n d 1 conducted a p r e l i m i n a r y s i t e i n s p e c t i o n 
ot the C l i f f s Ba t t e r y S e r v i c e s i t e i n Sunnyside, Washington We 
were met a t the s i t e by Loren Rogers, the c u r r e n t owner of the 
property and the son of the former operator, C. A. Rogers, who i s 
now deceased. We were a l l o w e d u n r e s t r i c t e d access to a l l areas 
or the f a c i l i t y . 

C l i f f ' s B a t t e r y S e r v i c e i s an i n a c t i v e a u t o m o b i l e b a t t e r y 
r e c y c l i n g f a c i l i t y l o c a t e d i n a mixed r e s i d e n t i a l and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l area. From approximately 1958 to approximately 1973 
Mr. Rogers salvaged lead from storage b a t t e r i e s . Lead residue i n 
the bottom of the b a t t e r y c a s i n g s was washed from the c a s i n g s 
i n t o a metal tub. A f t e r a l l o w i n g the l e a d t o s e t t l e , the tub was 
c r a i n e d and the l e a d s l u d g e was t r a n s f e r r e d t o drums. The 
sludge, along w i t h the lead p l a t e s , were shipped to a r e c y c l e r i n 
S e a t t l e . B a t t e r y a c i d and the washed casings were disposed of i n 
a s h a l l o w r a v i n e a l o n g s i d e the f a c i l i t y . A b u l l d o z e r was used 
p e r i o d i c a l l y to l e v e l out and crush the casings. 

P r i o r to the formation of the b a t t e r y s e r v i c e the r a v i n e was 
a marshy area t h a t was re c h a r g e d by d r a i n a g e from a g r i c u l t u r a l 
f i e l d s l o c a t e d to the north. A drainage system, i n s t a l l e d at the 
case of the f i e l d s , i n c l u d e s a c u l v e r t which c a r r i e s d r a i n e d 
water under the b a t t e r y c a s i n g p i l e . i t was not p o s s i b l e to 
cet e r m m e how much, i f any, of the b a t t e r y p i l e i s d r a i n e d by 
t n i s system, but a water sample from the c u l v e r t c o l l e c t e d by DOE 
m J u l y 1984 contained 0.595 mg/l of lead. The system d r a i n s to 
an unnamed t r i b u t a r y of the Sunnyside Canal, which" i n turn d r a i n s 
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to the Yakima River. 

An animal pasture, owned by Henry Stamaschror, i s l o c a t e d tn 
the south of the f a c i l i t y on the o p p o s i t e s i d e 'of Woodk Roa 
ana down g r a d i e n t from the b a t t e r y p i l e . m 1974, t h e r e was f 
p e r i o d of heavy r a i n f a l l and the r u n - o f f from the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
f i e l d s surpassed the c a p a c i t y of the drainage s y s t e m h e exces 

t h ^ ^ a f t u T e ^ "shortfv \ T P i l 6 ' - - - " h e r o a d ^ t o 
tne pasture S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , Mr. Stamaschror s t a r t e d h a v i n a 
problems w i t h p a s t u r e d a n i m a l s g e t t i n g sack and dy b 
cause of the morbidity has not been e s t a b l i s h e d . Two samples o f 
the p a s t u r e s o i l were c o l l e c t e d d u r i n g the s i t e in.nP.T n 
submitted to a CLP l a b o r a t o r y f o r lead a n a l y s i s l n s p e c t i o n be 
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a C e ° f o f t h e b a t t e r y p i l e has been c o v e r e d 

w i t h d i r t However, t h e r e i s an are a on the n o r t h s i d e o f the 

b i x f t H h b e e n c o v e r e d - Neighborhood c h i l d r e n have 
b u i l t a b i c y c l e cross-country t r a c k on the l o t . Two surface s o l 1 

" e a a ' a ^ L ? 0 1 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ t r a C k M d ^ s u b m f S d ^ f o r 

A l l of the r e s i d e n c e s i n the v i r i n i f v ^-F +-K = 

p r i v a t e w e l l s as t h e i r s o i e d r i n k S g water source! Shere a r e " " 

e s t i m a t e d 20 p r i v a t e w e l l s w i t h i n a q u a r t e r of a , n e o f th» 

s i t e and remolded the l e a d i n t o new w e i g h t s . The f u r n a c e u ^ 
f o r t h i s o p e r a t i o n remains o n - s i t e , though i t i s i n d i s r e p a i r a n d 

ied«ce r eth e V e a d t 1 6 - ter/scrubber system was L s t a ' l l e d So 
reduce the l e a d fume and d u s t e m i s s i o n s from t h i s o p e r a t i o n 

•This o u s i n e s s i s a l s o c u r r e n t l y i n a c t i v e . o p e r a t i o n . 

There are four p o t e n t i a l r i s k , groups f o r lead evno,„rP f r n m 

s i t e . 
E & E recommends tha t a sampl ing program be conducted a t t h i s 

c o l l e c t - ^ 1- ^ ^ r ° U n d W a t e r a n d s o i l s amples s h o u l d be 
t f f e c J ^ as i t l t V ^ \ h e q U a l i t y ° f run-off uter is being atteced as it passes through the casings. The levels of rvr-ttill 
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e ? l s . l n , t h e s c r u b b e r b i l l o w s s h o u l d be a s s a y e d b e f o r T t h a ? 
system i s d i s m a n t l e d , assuming tha t the owner h a s ^ c ^ l a n s . 
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